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OPERATIONS OF COMPANY "B", 507TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY (17TH
AIRBORKE DIVISION} IN THE AIRBORNE ASSAULT CROSSING OF
THE RHINE RIVER, 24 MARCH, 1945.

- {CENTRAL EUROPE CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of a Company Commender)

INTRODUCTION

As the Allied_armiaé were racing across Europe on the
western front, in the autumn of 1944, the Allied high command
was preparing to implement the strateglc conoept for the defest
of the German Armles on the soll of thelir homeland, This con~
cept was besed on an ettempt to 1lsolate ﬁhe huge Ruhr industrial
area, It was belleved that if thla vast war potentlal were to
be taken from the enemy, thus denylng him the vital war meterials
whleh 1% praduc&d; he would not long be able to keep ﬁhe western
allia# from overrunning and destroying his militery might. (1)

The newly organized First Allied Airborne Army, under the
command of Lt, Gen, Louls H, Brereton was charged with the
planning of airborne operations esst of the Rhine rivér, which
would be designed to support orossing operations by elements of
the ground armies over this last remalning barrier to the heart
- of Germany., The pian@ing underteken by the First Allied Alrborne
Army involved one operation north of the Ruhr area in support of
a orossling of the Rhine river near w%sei, Germany, It was in
this area that the main effort was to be delivered in the attempt
to ﬂnaircls the Ruhr, Studles were made in November, 1944 of the
terrain in this area and it was found sultable for orossing
6parations supported by airborne troops. (2)

The plans for the erossing of the Rhine were interrupted by

the German counteroffensive in the Ardennes in December, 1945
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renewed, It was necessary tc defeat the Germen ermlies in the
Rhineland for he eho$e_to defend west of the river instead of
withdrewing into the hamﬁlanﬁ. In early February, 1545 an all
out offensive was directed at clearing the enemy from the west
benk of the Rhine in order that the Ruhr encirclement could be
effected, By 22 March, 1945 this objective had been accomplished
and the Allled armlies were préparsd to launch the crossings, (1)
It was 1ntended thet, while the 12th Army group closed to the
Rhine river In the central sector of the front, the 2lst Army
group would close to the river on the north end launch the main
effart toward encirclement of the Ruhr, end the é6th Army group
on the south would close up, also on the west bank end perform
crossings in & secondary erfdrt. It was airested-that the 12th
Arﬁy g?oup wbulé sﬁrengthsn the 2lat and 6th Army gréups by the
ghifting of combat divisiocns from its sector to control of the
armies making the orosaings, The 12th Army group would then
 hold elong the Rhine and perhaps later yerrérm orossings in the
event the snemy was forced to withdraw troopa frc& this ares in
| order to strengthen the defenses against orossings on the north
and écuth. These plans were carried out in February aend Merch,
'1945 with better results than'gad been origlinally expected, By
23 March the 1l2th Army greup‘haﬁ sucocesded in establishing =
firm bridgehead in the Hemageh e&rea and effecting erossiggs at
Oppenheim, Meanwhile the ermies cﬁ the north and south had
elos#ﬂ to the Rhine and the entire western bank was held by the

Allles, (4) (See Map "aw)

(3) &=4, Do 15, 31; (&) A=k, p. 15, 16, 32



GENERAL SITUATION

Keséelring, the German defense axpgrt, whe had been so
succesaful in the delaying of the Allles on the Italian front
was placed in command of the darenae‘of the western frount prior
~ %o the crossing of the Rhine. Germeny Army group "H" wes

reaponsibvle for thé defenses in the north, Opposing the cross-
ings proposed by the Allles north of the Ruhr was the German
Pirst Parachute Army, Four parschute and three Iinfsntry divi-
sions were disposéd in front of the proposeé orogsing areas of
the Ninth U.ﬂ; Armmy and Second British army. Approximately
fifteen miles northeast of Emmerich the XLVII Panzer Corps was
in reserve, This ocorps was composed of one Panzer and one Panzer
Grenadler Division, Though the enemy had been eble to bring up
fresh troops in this area and had been able, also, to bulld
defenses, the short time aveilable to him for preparation
resdlﬁed in defenses composed meinly of simple earthworks con-
taining little depth, ({5}

The width of the Rhilne river in the crossing areas of the
2last Army group wes approximately 450 to 500 yards, The course
of the river wes controlied by a highly developed system ot
- dykes., The main dyke, some sixiteen feet wide at the bottom and
_ teﬁ to sixteen feet high, formed a formidable obstacle, As
mentioned previously, however, the areas was considered %o be
suitable for crossing operations. {6) *

Operation "Plunder" was the oode name assigned to the 2lst
Army gfo&p's leunching of the main effort in the north., It was
to be the largest river ocrossing in history. Assaultlng across

the Rhine on a two army front of some thirty-five miles, the



Ruhr from the north, The Ninth U,3., Army would cross between
Dinslaken and the Lippe river and the Second British Army would
ecross at Xanten, Rees, and Wesel, (See Map "™A") The XVIII
Airborne Corps, from the First Allied Alrborne Army, was allocated
to 2lst Army group for the'purpose of landing esst of the.Rhine
in support of the ground crossings, (7)

- D-day was Sef at 2h.Mafoh, 1945, The general plan for the
employment of troops on the Second British Army front was as
follows: | _ |

The 51st British division of the XXX Corps would oross the
- Rhine near:Rees at 2100 hours, D-1, |

The 15th British division of the XIT Corpa would cross near
Xanten at 0200 hours, D-day. |

Thé lst Cemmandb Brigade, also of the XIT Corps, would cross
at 2200 hours D-1, near Wesel and assault that town, (Note: The
Ninth U.S..Army would bridge the Rhine at Wesel at a later date.)
The XVIII Airborne Corps would drop, during daylight on D-day,
east of the Rhine and north of Wesel, (8) The airborne phase
of this operstion was given the code name of "VARSITY", (See
Map "B") |

A smoke soreen fifty miles in length was maintained'along
the 2lat Army group fronf to brevent the enemy from observing
the bulld-up énd concentration of troops and supplles necessary
to launch PLUNDER_and VARSITY. Artillery'Was massed to support
the operatiohs. Over thirteén hundred guns were avallable 13
support of tne'two-corps crossing of the Second British Army.

Gounterflak plans were arranged so that artillery would deal



which a&aefﬁaé'the migsi&a of providing closs support to ground
troops, would undertake tc neutralize guns beyond artillery
range which could engege troop carriers and gliders, Both the
U.s. and Royal Alrforces were to carry out extensive bomber
attacks to lesolate the battle area, and hlnder the enemy's defen-
sive prepaéatians. Alr operstions in support of the orcossings
included the establishment and malntenance of air superiority
over ths asssult areas agd drop zones of the airborne troops,
aéutraiiz&ﬁion of flak, provision of Tighter proteetion for sire
borne forces, the previsiﬁn of ¢lose support to the assault and
airborne forces, and the prevention of enemy movement into and
within the battle area. (9)

Special operations of this nature entall control and plenning
procedures which are not peculisr to normal .operations and it
~ should be brought to the attention of the reader that the planning
of VARSITY was conducted under iﬁstruetiégs from First Allied
Alrborne Afmy, under planning control of 2lst Army group, The
Commanding General of First Allied sirborne Army was charged with
the r&spﬁnaib_uity of making the &eeiamn a8 to whether the alir-
borne ph&ﬁa of the spar&%&an_wéuld be mﬁaﬁtaé_eﬁ sehedaig or
-.delayeﬁ_beéause of adverse weather eonéitioﬁa. British Second
Army agreed to defer its agsault crossing by as much as five
days if weather eoﬁyelleﬁ'the postponement of the Alrborne
assault, Taotlcal control of the XVIII Airborne Corps wes 0 be
‘meintained by First Allied Alrborne Army until the Corps landed
east of the Rhine, after which Second British Ammy would galn

taoctieal control, (10}



XVILI AIRBORNE GORPS PLAN

| Tna,mission of XVIII Alrdborne Corps, commended by Maj, Gen,
‘Matthew B.lﬁidgeway, wag: "o disrupt'ﬁ&e hostile defense of
the Rhine in the Wesel sector by the selzure of key terrain by
airborne sttaok, in order rapidly to deeﬁah the bridgehead to
be seized in an assault ocrossling of the Rhine by British ground
foroes, and in order to facilitate the further afrénaive oparae
tions of the Second Army." (11} (See Map "B")

Tt has been mentioned previously that the mirborne assault
was to take place at 1000 hours, D-day. It is of interest to
note that in this case thg ailrborne troops woﬁld'drop after the
assault orossings cr‘the river, by ground foroes had taken place.,
This was the first time suoch & procedure had been followed, It
,wﬁs desirable that the airhorﬁe tréogs drop éfter the erassingé
for three reasons: _

1, With eirborne forces on the ground prior to the crosaings
it would be im§ossible to make full use of the artillery in
support of the ground assault,

2. To achisve tactiocsl surprise and to disrupt any plans
of the enemy for & strong counterattack against the forces
orogsing the river,

3, Daylight wes desirable in order that the airborne forces
might have the full advantage of the supremacy of Allled alr and
artillery. (12) -

The XVIII Alrborne Corps hed avalleble for the operation
the 13th and 17th U.S. Airborne divisions and the 6th British
Afirborne division, 'The 13th was excluded from the operatlon
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- OPERATIONS OF COMPANY "B", 507TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY (17TH
ATRBORNE DIVISION} IN THE AIRBORNE ABSAULT CROSSING OF
THE REINE RIVER, 24 MARCH, 1945.
o ~ (CENTRAL EUROPE CAMPAIGN)
{Personal Experience of a Company Commander)
INTRODUCTION

As the Allled armles were racing across Europe on the
western front, 1n‘the autumn of 1944, the Allied high oommand
was praﬁaring to 1mpiemantlth¢ strateglc concept for the defeat
of the German Armies on the soil of their homeland, This con-
cept was based on an attempt to 1sé1ate the huge Ruhr industrial
aree, It was believed that 1f this vast war potential wers o
be taken from the enemy, thus denying him the vital war meterials
which it proéneed; he would not long be able to keep the western
allies rxém overrunning and {destroylng his militery might. (1)

The néwly organized First Allied Airbdorne Army, under the
commend of Lt, Gen, Louls H, Brereton was charged with the
planning ar'airborne operations east of the Rhlne rivér, which
would be designed to auppcrt arossing operaticns.by elements of
the ground armies over this last remaining barrier to the heart
of Germany, The plgn#ing underteken by the First Allied Alrborne
Army 1n?olfed one operation aorﬁh ef‘the'Ruhr area 1n support of
'a-erosaing of the Rhine river near W@aei, Germany, It was in
this ares that the main effort was to be delivered ln the attempt
to anciréle the Rubhr. Studles were made in November, 1944 of the
terrain in this area and it was found suitable for cressing
éperaticns_gupported by airborne troops, (2)

The plans for the erossing of the Rhins were interrupted by

the Germsn counteroffensive in the Ardennes in December, 1945
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renewed, It was nedessary to defeat the German armies in the
Rhineland for he dhose to defend west of the river instead of
withdrawing into the homeland. In early February, 1945 an all
out offensive was directed at clearing the enemy from the west
bank of the Rhine in order that the Ruhr encirclement could be
effected, By 22 March, 1945 this objective had been aoooﬁplished
~and the Allied armies were prepared to launch the orossings, (3)
It was intended that; ﬁhila the 12th Army group closed to the
Rhine river in the central sector of the front, the 21st Army
group'would close to the river on the north and launch the main
effort toward encirclement of the Ruhr, and the 6th Army group
6n the south would close up, also on the west bank and perform
cfoasinga'in a secondary effort, It was direoted'that the 1l2th
Army group would strengthen the 21st end 6th Army grdups by the
shifting of combat diviaions from its sector to control of the
armies making the orossings, The 12th Army group would_then
hold alohg the Rhlne and perhaps later perfﬁrm ocrossings in the
event the enemy was forced to withdraw troops from this area in
| order to strengthen the defenses agalnst crossings on the north
and éouth. These plané were carried out in February and March,
1945 ﬁith better results than hed been originally expected, By
23 March the 12th Army group'had'sucoeeded in establishing a
rirm bridgehead in the Remagen aree and effecting crossinga at
_Oppenheim; Mbanwhile the armies on the_north and south had

closed to the Rhine and the entire western bank was held by the

Allles, (4) (See Map "A%)

(3) A=4, Do 15, 313 (&) A-4, D. 15, 16, 32



‘GENERAL SITUATION

Kesselring, the Germen defense expert, who had been o

guccessful in the delaying of the Allies on the Itallan front
was placed in ocommand of the éaf&ﬁaaxaflﬁhé western front prior
- to the erossing of the Rhine, Germeny Army group "H" wes
"r359o&sible for thé defensses in the north, .Qﬁgoaing the cross~-
ings proposed by the Allies north of the Ruhr was the German
First Parachute Ammy, Fea# parachute and three infantry divi-
sions were'diapoaéﬂ in front of the proposed orossing areas of
the Ninth U.S. Amy and Second Britlsh Army. Approximately
fifteen miles northeast of Emmerich the XLVII Panzer Corps was
in reserve, This ocorps was composed of one Panzer and one Panzer
Grenadier Divisic&; Though the enemy hed been able to!brihg up
fresh troops in this area end had been able, also, to build
defenses, the short time availéble to him for preparation
resulted in defenses composed m&iniy of sim@ia;aarthwsrks.een-
taining little depth, (5)

The width of the Rhine river in the crosslag areas of the
21st Army group was a§prcximataly 450 to 500 yards, The course
of the river was controlled by a highly developed system of
dykes, The main éyké; séme_six%een fest wide_at the bgttam and
ts; to sixteen feet high, formed a formidable obstacle, 4s
ﬁentianed previously, however, the area was considered to be
suitable for crossing operations. (6) ' ‘

_ Operation "Plunder® wes tﬁ# code name agsigﬁaé to the 21at
'Axﬁy grenp’é leunching of the main effort in the north, It was
ta'be the iargest river crossing in history. Assaulilng acroas

the Rhine on a two army front of some thirty-five miles, the
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Rubr from the north, The Ninth U.S8. Army would cross between
Dinsleken and the Lippe river and the Second British Army would
eross at Xanten, Rees, and Wesel, {See Map "A"} The XVIII
Alrborne Corps, from the First Allied Alrborne Army, was allocated
to élst Arﬁy group fér the pﬁrpese of landing east of the Rhine
in support of the ground orossings, {?)

D~day wes seﬁ at 24 Msrch, 1945, The general plan for the
employment of troops on the Second British Army front was as
Tollows: | |

The 5ist British division of the XXX ccrps would oross the
Rhine nsar Reea at 2100 hours, D-1,

The 15th ‘British ﬁivision of the XII Corps would oross nesr
Xanten at 0200 hours, D-day.

The lat Commando Brigade, also of the XII Corps, would cross
at 2200 hours D-1, near Wesel and assault thét town, {Note: The
Ninth U.8, Army would bridge the Rhine at Wesel at a later date,)
The X?III Airborne Corps would drop, during daylight on D~day,
esst of the Rhine and north of Wesel, (8) The airborne phase
of this operation was glven the code name of "?ERSIT?“. {See
Map "B")

A smoke sereen Tirty miles in length was maintalned along
the 218t Army group front to ﬁreva&t the enemy from observing
the build-up énﬂ concentration of troops and supplies necessary
to launch PLUNDER and VARSITY. Artillery wes massed to support
the operations, Over thirteen hundred guns were avallable in
gupport of the two-corps crossing of the Second British Army,

Qounterflak plans were srranged g0 that ertillery would deal




which also?naé the mission of providing close support to ground
.trccps, wonld undertske %o neutralize guns beyond artillery
renge which could engage troop carriers snd gliders, Both the
7.8, and Roysl Airforces were to ocarry out extensive bomber
sttacks to isolate the battle area, and hinder the enemy's defen-
sive prepaéaticns. Alr operations in support of the crossings
included the establishment and meintenance of air superlority
dver the assault aress and drop zones of the.axrborne troops,
néu%ralizatian of flak, provislion of fighter protection for alr-
borne forces, the provision of close support to the assault and
alrborne forces, and the preventlon of enemy movement into and
within the battle erea., (9)

Special operations of this nature eantall control and planning
procedures which ére not psoculiar to normal!oparatzons and 1t
sﬁould be brought to the attention of the reader that the planning
of VARSITY wes conducted under instruatiSna from Pirast Allied
Alrborne Army, under planning control of 21st Army group. The
Commanding General of First Allled asirborne Army was charged with
the responsibllity of making the éaoisidn ag to whether the air-
borne phase of the operation would be mounted on schedule or
| delayed because of adverse weather conditions, British Second
Arny agreed to defer 1ts assault crossing by as much as five
days 1t waathe: compelled the postponement of the Alrborne
assault, Taotical control of the XVIII Airborne Corps waa to be
maintained by Pirst Allied Alrborne Army until the Corps landed
eagt of the Rhine, after which Second British Army would gain

tactical control. (10}




XVIII AIRBORNE CORPS PLAN

The misgion of ZVIIT Airborns CQrps; commanded by Mal, Gen,
Matthew B.—Riﬁgsway, wag: "o disrﬁﬁtlthe hoatlle defense of
"the Rhine in ﬁhe Wesel sector by the selzure of key terrain by
airborne attack, in order rapidly to deepen the bridgehead to '
be #siza& in en assault ¢rossing of the Rhine by British ground
forces, and in order to facilitate the further offensive opera-
tions of the Second Army.". (11} (See Nap "B")

It has been mentioned p&eviou#ly that the eirborne assault
was to take place at 1000 hours, D~day.' It is of interest to
note that in this case the eirborne troops would drop after the
asaault crossings of the river, by ground forces had teken place;
Thias was the flrst time such & procedure had been followed, It
was desirsble that the airborﬁe tréops drop after the crossings
for three reasons: ,

| 1; With airborne foroes on the ground prior to the crossings
it would be impossible to make fuii use of the artillery in
support of the ground assault. |

2, To achleve tactical surprige and to disrupt any plans
of the enemy for a stirong counterattack against the forces
erossing the river,

3, Daylight was deslrable in order that the sirborne forces
might have the full asdvantage of the supremacy of Allled alr and
artillery. (12) |

The XVIII Airvorne Corps had avallable for the operation
‘the 13th and 17th U.S. Alrborne divisions and the 6th British

Alrborne division. The 13th wag excluded from the operation



+

however, dug to insufficlent airoraft in the theater to transport
them, (13)' The corps plan then was to employ the two remaining
| divisions as follows:

The 6th British Airborne.division would drop in the north
portion of the corp zone and seize the high ground in its area,
the town of Hgmminkeln, the bridges o#er the isael river in its
sector, protect the north flank of the corps, and establish con-
tact with the XII British Corps end the 17th Alrborne diviasion,

The 17th Airbdrne division would drop in the south portibn
of the corps zone and seize the high ground in its area, the
bridges-over the Issel river in its area, protect the south flank
of the ocorps, and establish contact with the lst British Commando
" Brigede, 6th British Airborne division, and the XIT British |
Corps. (See Map "B") | |

Both divisions were to drop at P~hour, D-ﬁay. (Note: P=hour
is the time designated for the landing of the first alrborne
- peésonnel in the operétion == 1n thls case, 1000 hours 24 March,)
The Corps had in support for the operation, the 12th British
Corps artillery which was augmented by one Artillery Group from
the Ninth U.S. Army. A preparation would be fired prior to P-
hour fo neutralize enemy field and antlaircraft artillery and
strong points, |
- Alr support pians for the airborne operations on D-day
{ncluded missions to be flown by the 83d Group, RAF. At P-30
minutes a fighter bomber attack would be made on all known flak
1ns£allations in conjunction with grfillery fires on the same

targets, Continuous fighter bomber and rocket attacks would be
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and supplies were delivered, This group would also dispatch
four fighter bomber alrcraft over the airborne area every fifteen
minutes, to attack targets designated by the VHF controllers end
marked by colored smoke if they were within the bomd line,

All plenning was é‘arriaq_out in sccordance with directives
from First Allied Alrborne Army and undér the planning control
of the 2lst Army group., (14}

‘MMRM DIVISION PLAN
The 17th Alrborne Division, commanded by Mej., Gen, William
M. Mlley, waas engaged in combat along the Our river near
Clerveaux, Luxembourg in early February, 1945 when the G-2 and
G-3 were ordered to Headquarters, First Allied Airborne ﬁrmyAat
Maison la Fitta; near Paris, They were briefed on the general
plan for VARSiTY, and subsequently the l7th was ordered out of
the line and proceeded to Chalons Sur Marne, France, The move
to Chélena was completed by 14 February, 4 training directive
was publlished during the p&riod'alletted ror‘tﬁe division to
rest and preﬁare the new ocamp ares. Inoluded in the training
program for the dlvision were:
| 1, Training of réinfarcements (the division was approxi~
- mately four thousand officers and men understrength,)
2., Familisrizetion firing with all weapons to include the

new recollless 57&& and 75am guns, ,
3a Tactiaal glider and parachute drops to assimilete, as
nearly as possible, oonditions expected in VARSITY.

cher-training abjéctifea weré outlined in the program but those

1isted above more directly conocern the units of the 507th Para=-



" The mission of the 17th Alrborne division in VARSITY was:
"To drep during deylight on §-day; seize and ssecure the division
area with priority to the high ground east of Diersfordt in the
general area {ooordinates), and the bridges over the Issel river
from {coordinates--inclusive); proteoct the right (south) flank
'of the cor§s; establish contact with the lst Commando Brigade,
the XII British Corps end the 6th British Alrborne division,
Objectives to be held at all costs. (16)

The division was divided into three echelons in order to
ca#ry out the assignment, a parachute, glider, and an cverl&g@

_eeheloa_ar lan&-taiif The parachute echelon was composed of’the

50?€h'and 513£h Parachute Inrantry Combet Teams, the gllider
eohelon was aeﬁgosed of the 19¥%h Glider Infantry Combat Tean.
These two echelons composed the assault echelon of the division,
Tﬁe lend tall was camﬁossd of division and combat team trapsper«
tation, di#iaic& service personnel and combat tesm supply
personnel and attached trans§¢rtation loaded with sdditional
supply and replacement itema. Alzo in the land teill were attached
combat supporting units which could not be delivered to the objecw
tive area by air, Priorities were establlished for the crossing
of the Rhine after the bridgehead was secured, (17)

" The divisicn plen was based on dropping the 507th Combat
tean on ﬁiog zone "W", the 513th Combat team on d4rop zone wxe,
the 194th Combat team on landing zone “S", and Speclal Unlts and
Divislon Headquarters on landing zone 5&*, in that order, (18)
The plan of ‘employment on the ground was as follows:

The 194th Glider Infantry Combat Team would seize crossings

of the Issel river in its assigned area, prevent enemy penetrations



 into the area, defend the line of the Issel river and Issel
canal, hold one baét&lie& in.ra#ar?a to be committed on divi-
s;én Qxdar, and prepore plans for movement to the southeast,

- The 513th Parachute Infantry Combat Team would selze the
| §S$igna$ abjaetive_aﬁé esaist by fire the assault crogsings of
the 15th British division, consolidate in the eesstern part of
the sactoi upon junction with asseult unita;' The 3d battalion
would prevent enemy crossings of the Issel in the regimentsal
ares and oceupy the OPIR,

‘?hs'507th Parachute Infantry Combat Team would also asalst
by fire the assault crossings of the 15th British division efter
gselzing 1its aﬁjective;_prsvent enemy penetrations in the regi-
'umaﬁt&l_axaa, and  assemble elong the eastern edge of the woods
upon junotion with the assault units, (See Map "B")

It is noteworthy that the glider pilots who were to bring
the glider echelon to the objeotive were also given a mission in
the ground role, They were to be organized and equipped to assist
in the defense of the division area, They were, however, to be
' §vacaatsﬁ on division order at the earliest practicable moment to
a rendezvous polint on the seast ﬁank-af the Rhinse,

Gontact points were designated in order that the combat. teams
could m&ké physioal contact at preaoleotéﬂ Jocations with uné
ﬁndther.and with the Britiah_trGOps making the massault crosaings.
The diﬁiéion artillery would receive xeinfsreiég fires of three
:Britisa twenﬂy-fivelgeunde: fiaiﬁ regiments and ons British
medium regiment (5.5 inch), These fires were to be delivered

from position areas on the west side of the Rhlne ri?ef. (19)




507TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY COMBAT TEAM PLAN

Tha SG?tﬁ Parachute Infantry Combat Team, commanded by Col,
Rdson D, Raff; received the followisg\mission published in Field
Order No. 1, Headquarters 17th Alrborne division, 18 March 1945:
"Seize oﬁjqeti?a end assist by fire the assault crossings of
i5th British division, clear the regimental portion of the divi-
sion ares, prevgnt enemy penetrstions into the regimentsl ares,
asagsenble aldng the eaat edge of the woods upon junction with
essault units, Junotion points were designated for ocontect with
the 194th Combat Team and the 513th Combat team," (See Map "G")

| The 507th Combat Team was composed of the 507th Parashute
Infantry, the L64th Parachute Field Artilleiy battalion attached,
and Battery "A" 155th Antiaireraft Artillery battalion attached,
The héhth wag to land on drop zone "W" initielly attasched to the
50?th, revert to division control on division order and then to
direct support of the 507th. Battery "A™, 155th was to land by
glider on landing zone "N", proceed imﬁadi&taly to local defense
positians_praparéd to repulse loocel armored attacks, and after
reconnalissance, it would move to prearraenged positions end beconse
attached to the 507th, (20) (See Maps "B" and "C")

This combat team was divided into three schelons for the
operation; the assault echelon, overland tall, and the bese or
.rear echelon, In the assault echelon were the lst, 2d, and 3d
vattallons of the 507th, the 464th Parachute FA battalion, end
Battery "A", 155th AA battalion {glidarboré&}. The land tall

was composed of regimental and battalion supply vehicles and

personnel, company mess vehicles, and medical vehlcles, Enough



placed in the land tail, Supplies carried on this transporte-
tion included enlisted men and officer rolls, with only the

~ essential ciatﬂing and equipment necessary to keep thenm comf o
tébls in ocombat, PX aupplies; and messing equipment; The land
tail woulﬁ oross the Rhine as soon as yr&étioabls after the
bridgehead was secured in order that these supplies and eguip-
_ ment might be made avallable to the combat troops., The base‘
echelon would remain &t the Chalons camp and was to be composed
of regimental service, amdministrative, and guard personnel to
include both officers and anlisteﬁ.men, Returnees from the
hospital and personnel ipjured on rehearsal jumps were utlilized
to the meximum extent im order that combat effectives could be
made ava;lable Tor the assault echelon, The company mail
orderlies were also ief%lwitﬁ the basge eschslon, (21)

" Two mershalling areas were designated for tﬁe.soﬁriniag and
briefing of the 507th prior to the operation, The regimental
commend group, conslsting of approximstely fifty officers and
men, and the lst battalion would be confined in a camp near
Chertres, France, southwest of Parls and depart for the operation
fruh A=L0 aeirfield nearby. The 24 and 3d battallons would be
confined in e camp near Réaims* Franoe and depﬁrt from A-79 air-
field in that area. | |
i The assasult plan of the 507th was based on dropping the
. regimental command grcué, lst battelion, 2d battalion, and 34
bettalion eh drop zone "Wr in that order. The L464th Paraghute |
FA battalion would follow tﬁe’}d battalion and drop on the same

drop zone, (Note: The Division Commander and division headquarters




(-) was to accompany the L6hth, (22) The general missions of
the battalions ware§ | |

The lst battalion would, a;;e# landing, assemble in the
'ﬁseds north of the drop zone, seiza: seoure, and defend the
~ battalion area and be initielly in regimental raaérva,

The 2d battalion would, upon lending, essemble in the woods
wést of the drop zone, selze, secure, and defend, the battelion
ares, assist the crossing of assault elements of the 15th British
division and mske contact with then ag soon &8 possible,

The 34 battalion would, upon landing, essemble in the woods

"~ north of the drop zone, attack northeast through the woods,

ag{ze, secure end defend Diersfordt and the high ground to the.
north and east of Dierafordt,

The 464th Parachute FA battalion, upon landing, would
assemble on the eastern end of the drop zone, establish firing
posltions in that area, be p&ap&reﬁ to deliver pre-~planned
fires, and establish liaisea‘ﬁith supported battallions, (Ses
Map "on) |

Junction points were designated in order that all battallons
oould galn and meintain contact end facilitate perimeter protec-
tion. Artlllery concentrations were planned to suppert sll
battalions and known enenmy instellations, detected fram photo-
graph studles, were included in the artillery fire plans,

@he 57mm recoilleas rifle %s&ms; newly treined under regi-
mental aonﬁrol, were attached to battelions., These weapons were
to be dropped in special aerial dellvery contalners mede of wood

byVSerwiee company personnel, Due to limited smmunition supply




instructions were given for strict conservation in order that
the weapons might be used sgainst enemy tanks which were expected
to be employed in the Rhine defenses. (23)

A full dress rehearsel was ocarried out on 16 March, 1945 in

which all phases of the regiment'sa initial objectives in VARSITY
were covered, ‘This included movement o marahalling camps,
detalled briefing of sll personnel, employment of full combat |
loads to be dropped on person and by contalper, a Tlight of the
same duration required to transport the combat team to the Rhine
'objeati?e, drcppiné and assembly, attack through woods and
seizure of limited objectives, and defense of the objectives
ﬁuring the night, This éxeroise culminated in a oritique and as
a result, the defects discovered were corrected prior to the
sctual operation, (24)
1st BATTALION PLAN |
mhe lst Battalion, commanded by Me) Paul F, Smith, received

the following misslon for the operations

Te drop on drop zone “W" at P=hour D-dasy, assemble in the
woadé north of t#a drop zone, selze, meoure, and defend the
assigned battellon ereas, gein and maintaeln contact with the 28
battalion on the south and 3& battallion on the north, be initially
in regimental reserve, and be prepared to sweep the woods of the
enemy to the northeast of the regimental objeotive area in the
regimeﬁﬁal”zane, with not te(excaed one COmMpPany,

.The battaelion objective area was trisngular in_shap& and
- relatively sﬁéll. Since the mission of the battalion was a

raserve missibn the size of the area permitfed mneximum oontrol



The battalion plan of operation was based on the division
of ths.bbjsctiva area Into four parts: designating an ares of
responsiblility for each ¢f the rifle companles on the peri-
meter and an area inslde the ysfimaﬁer for the Headgquarters
Company and battalion C.P, (Note: The Pearachute infantry
battalion durlng World War II was composed of rifles companles
naM, &B", and "C", esch composed of three rifle platoona and a
coﬁp&ﬁy headquarﬁers, a Battalion ﬁeadquartsra company composed
of’an 8 1mm merf&r platoon, & light machine gun platoon, and a
communications platoon, and a battallon headquarters and staff,)
The aompaniss would be dropped on drop zone WY with Company
"B" leading, followed by Company "C", Headquarters Cempény,
‘and Company BA" in that order. ’

Campanyi"é“ would seize the right portion of the peri-
mstef, and baﬂpéeﬁared to aweep the woods o the northeast in
- that pértian of the regimental zone. Company "C" would seize
the 1eft'partion of the perimeter, and gsin and maintain con~
tact with the 3d battalion on the left. Company "A" would
gsolze the rear, or south, portion of the ares and be preapared
to assist regimental supply teams in e¢learing supplies and
squipment from drop zone "W" prior to the dropping of the
~automatic resupply of the 17th diviaion. (See Map "C")

Battalion exercises were conducted before and after the
reheérsal for VAHSi?Y. Most of the exerclses were simulated
dreps_in_whiéh the troops were conducted to an open area
sultable for a drop gone and upon a prearranged signal they

‘would asssmble to allarge woodad ares nesrbv. A limited




cénaoliﬁated and the problem ended. Emphasls was placed on

spead in assembly and rapid organization of objectives, (25)

PLANS AND PREPARATIONS OF COMPANY "Bi
As was mentioned previously the 17th Airborne division

‘W8S engaged in combsat in Luxamboarg when first information con~
coerning VARSITY was giveﬁc Upbn arrival in the osmp area east
of Chalons, France, Company "B", like the other units of the
507th Parachute iafantry, was situated in a tent camp composed
 of pyramidal'type tents., Tha area where the camp was located
*was'approxiﬁately'aix miles east of Chalons. The terraln was
i&aal for ths type of training required for the troops and
units prior to the assault east of the Rhine river. The terrain
was flat and level and approximately fifty percent woodeds The
wooded areas were thick in growth and conalisted mostly of
planted pine trees ranging from ten to fifty feet high. The
open argas were largely cultivated fields or rasture land,

The weather was st111 wet and cold when the.eamp;ny arrived

in the area 12 February, 1945 and the open sres which contained
the cemp site was deep with mud. Nevertheless the tralning of
the company for 1ts part in the Rhine-cro§sing was carrled out
with 8 great deal of enthusiasm. (26)

The mlssion assigned to Company "B" wast To drop on Drop
zone "W", P-Hour, D-day, selze, secure, and défend the company
area,:ga$n and maintaih cantact with Company "A" on ﬁha right
and "C" on th$<1eft be prepared to swesp the woods to the
northeast of the abjective, in the regimental zena, on

battalion order. (See Map t’C")



The company plan of operation was based on goizlng the
assigﬁed objective as rapldly ss possible and éigg%ng in along
the wooded Poed with three platoons on line in order to make
physical contact with the companiéa on the right and left.

The platoons would be facing generally northeast. The 1lst
platoon would qcéup# the 1ert_1/5 of the area, the 3d platoen
would occupy the right 1/3 while the 24 platoon would fill the
gap thus remaining ln the center portion of the objective.

The rlaﬁk platoons were given the responsibility for making
éantag£ with the units on thelr fianks. In the event the
company racelved orders to swaép the woods ﬁo the noftheast,
the 2d platoon would move out in the lead followed on the right
and left, slightly to the rear, by the 1lst and 3d platoons, in
an inverted "V rorm§tion. ‘On the 1nitial objectlve the com- A
pany headquaftéra would be to the rear of the plaboons on

line, The communications gergeant wes instructed to establlsh
ﬁound pépar ccmmuﬁicaticn to the thres platoons. |

The reader should bear in mind that there was no informe-
tion given out %0 the company troops of the impending opefation
‘until they were safely within.the confines of the marshalling
camp from which the operatlon was launched., Brilefing prior to
movement t¢ the marshelling camp was performed down to and
including company commenders, no lower, There waa, however,
no doubt in the minds of the men that the unlt would be
participating in an alrborns cperation scmetime in the near
Tuture. (27) - |

Individual training in scouting, patrolling, map and

Earnnpnten amiantatrions. and Pamitdavtisatrtarn Fintne width $+ha




the training time. Squad and platoon tralning exercises were
then performed. Night andrday company exerclses werse cargied
out as realistically as possible. Assembly and limited attack
culminating in defense of the objectlve were concentrated upon.
Emphasis wes placed on rapldity of sssembly from simulated drop
~ zones, geining and maintaining contact between platoons and
.squada, and perimeter security. The tfaining of all units In
the regiment was polnted toward situations which 1t %as sxpected
they might encounter in the assault over the Rhine.

Meanwhile reinforcements were bainglreceivad end assigned
Vta the company. They were initislly placed 1in a composite

tnaihing battallion under regimental eQntrcl for a periocd §f
ten days., They recelved training in wegpons and small unit
problems, climaxed by a three day battelion meneuver, then re-
‘leased to company control for the remainder of the training
tima. These reinforcements were ubilizod to form an extra

| squaed in each of the rifle platoons, authorized by TOE 71,
18 December 1944, and to replace personnel lost as casualties
in the Ardennes campaign. The addition of the rifle squad to
each platoon posed new problems of reequipping for combat in
that the entire leﬁding procedure rax psraonnal.anﬁ equipment
had to be revamped. (£8)

The company composlition after reéaigt qf the'reinforce—
ments was elght officers and one hundred seventy-six enliated
~men. Each of the three rifle platoons was composed of thres
rifle squads and & S60mm mortar squad with a platoon head-

- quarters in which there were two officer platoon leaders.
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automatic rifle team, and a rifle grenadier. The company had
two 2.36 rocket launcher teams in the company hsadquarters,
These teams wers comﬁosad of cooks in the company mess section,
The fire power of the company'was deslgned to glve heavy shock
effect on 1nitial landing, however, 1t could not be sxpected to
maint&ié this effect over long perlods of time due to ammunin
tion limitations. In ar alrborne drop the ammunition load of
the company was limited to that which could be carrisd on the
backs of the troops. No transportation could be taken in with
the company on the airborne drop. (29)

On ‘16 March, 1945 Company "B" participated in the full
dress and finsl rehearsal performed on regimental levele. The
area selected for the drop was on terraln very similer to that
which was to be aﬁcounterad east of ‘the Rhine, The Marns
river, flowing through Chalons, supplied the crossing site and
appreximately four miles to the east was s large cultivated
field which was used for the drop zone. éordering the field
on the east was an expanse of woods suitable for the ob jective
area. The drop took place in mid-afternoen wlth the units of
the entlre regimept dropging in the order of employment to be
used in the actual operation. (ompany "B® gesembled in rapid
order and seized the agsigned objective, Objectives were
defended until the foliowing morning when the exercise ended
with a critique, (30)

| Iwo note worthy developmenta took place in the rehearasl
staga‘of thls cperation: ‘

l, The introduction of packboards whioch would enable

the ammunition bearers of crew served wespons to nearlvw



2. The procsdure of dropping all orew served weapons of
the company by the use of special made contalners permitting
tha(crew membera to cerry them to the ground on thelr person.

The packboards were loaded with light machine gun and
60mm moriar ammunition, lashed te aerial delivery contalners,
also containing ammunition, in such a manner as to ensure that
they would be on the top of the container during descent in
order not to be smashed upon impsct with the ground.

The crew members of the 60mm mortar and 2.36 rocket
launcﬁar teams werse to jump with the component parts of the
weapons in leg packs, first used by the British and adopted
by U.8. alrborne troops during the war. Light machine gun and
automatic rifle teams were to employ speclal made side packs
for carr?iag these wempons to the ground, The practice of
drop-individual wespons on the person had alrsady been adopted
g8 standard procedure. The employment of the apeclal contalners
and pack boards eliminated the necesslty for unrolling the
aerial dellivery contalners which were dropped from pars=racks
on the belly of the planes., It also shortensd the exceedingly
vulnerable psriod of the operation; the period of time requlred
for the troops to securs wesapons and ammunition from the con-
talrer and assemble in order for commanders to regain tactical
control, With this procedure, only the ammunition bearers
were required to visit the contalners and then Jjuat long
encugh to untle or snip the pack boards from the contalner.
The‘supplies and ammunlitlon within the containers were to be

- recovered by regimental supply teams and placed in a supply




On 18 March, 1945 the company commanders wore agsembled
in the battalion aeeﬁion of the regimental wer ftent, Here
“they roceived the first and only brlefing for the assault over
the Rhine, pricr to enclosure in the marshalling cemp, The
remainder of the day and the following morning the men of |
Company “B" rolled¢ the aerisl delivery contalners with ammuni-
tlon loads, losded them on trucks, and prepared personnel
baggage for storage at the base camp and movement on the land
teail,.

On 1% March, 1945, D-5 aerisl delivery containers {four
per plane) were loaded and rolled with parachutes attached.
Pack boards were securely lashed to the contalners which were
then loaded on trucks and transported to the marshalling camp
to be attached to the planes on D-1. Company "B" received six
ahlistad relnforcements on this day. Not knowing the qualifi=
ecations of these men, the company placed them throughout the
company in order that they might beneflt from the experience of
the more semsoned men, Combat loads were distributed to them
in tha-mgrshalling SEMP .

Mall deliveries were to csase upon departure from the base
camps The company mall orderly remained with the base schelon
to assist in sorting and packaging the iﬁcoming mail of the
entire regiment for delivery by plane to a forward ares,
thence by truck to the airhesd after the operation waes under-
waye Prior to movement to the marshalling camp all the insignis
end patches which might ldentify the compeny as en airborne unit

were removed from the uniforms of the officers and men, This



Just prior to nightfa}i on 20 Maveh, D~4, Company "B" was
loaded on truéks and trensported to the rail head at Chalona,
-loadéd on & traln, and proceedsd to A-40 air fisld at Chartres,
France, (The remalnder of the lst battalion and the three
lpl&ne loads of regimantaltcommand group personnel also moved
‘at this time to the ssme deéstination.) The movement was coms
pleted in the late afterncon of 21 March, D-3. |

_ The marshalling cemp, lccated near A-40 girriald, was
operated by communication zone personnel. Thelrs was the
responsibllity to provide for ﬁrangportation, billeting,
messing and medical facllities and service. No mall was
delivered to the troops in the marshalling camp and outgoing
" mail was properly censored by unit officers, collected and
turned over %o Saervices of Supply personnel., The mail was
held untll the cpération, then releassd. Ample recreation
'tacilitias exlisted at the cam?, particulerly 1n.thn,form of
~athletic equipment, the latest megazines avallable, and dally
issues of the "Stars and Stripes". PX rations were lssued
gratls to the officers and men prior to leaving the camp.
Recreational facllities are of inmessurable sssistance in
-marshalling camps, particularly if, after brilefing, the~epsra~
tiori. was to be postponed becausa\or adverse wesather condl-
tions. (33) |
| Brlefing of officsrs'and key enllsted personnel took
piac&doﬁ the evening of arrival at the camp and contlnued into
the late houra of the night. For the maln part, briefling was
sonducted with the ald of sandtables prepared by battalion




In additiénal to the sandtables, & situation map, operation
order, maps, and the latest aerlal phmtegraphs were used.
These briefing aids waré enclosed in a war tent inside the
campe Both the camp and the war tent were surrcunded by
barbed wire. The situation map was kept ocurrent as 1ﬁr9rma“
tion was disseminated, #cmatimss hourly. Iarge scale maps,
{1:12,500) wore available for detailed study of the terrain.

| dchedulss were arranged for briefling of the companles,
and oﬁeratad under battalion control. The time gllotfed to
 Compeny "B" was dlvided so that each platoon’woulé have an
equal share of briafing time. The company éommandar‘and headw
. quarters personnel were avallable at all briefings in order to
clear up ‘any detalls of the operation not clear in the mind of
'every indlvidual. ZEvery man in the company receivad at least
four complete and datalled brisfings priar to take~off for the
operation. At esch brlefing there was ﬁsually some news of a
 new enemy 1néta11ation discovered 1n the regimental zone of
action. ’In aéditie# te the briefing the company commender con-
ducted spot questloning of indivlduals throughout the company
to measure the brlefing coverags. Each man In the company was
provided with a 1:25,000 map of the drop zone and objective
area. These maps were distributed on D=1, (34)

| Between brlsfinga on D-1 the aerial delivery contalners,
«1agdaé bdek at Ghalong; were reissued to the company. They
were taken to the airfielé_and attached teo the para-racks of
the plgne& in whiqh'the company was to be carried the follow-
Ing d&?. Persommel parachutes were also lssued, fitted to the

individuals. and plaesd in the proper vlanes. to remsin




overnight. One guard was placed at each C-47 alrplans to safe-
guard the parachutes and equipment during the night, '

A.jumpmaaterS*gilots conference was held at the Pathfinder
Group, IXth Troop Carrler Command briefing room at A-40. This
conference wa% haid on the night of D~l, The conference was
,held'fer the purposs ¢f conducting a common orientation and
.briefing for the pllots and jumpmasters of sach and every
plane.- Company "B" was allotted ten.aircraft for the opera-
tion. Sixz of the Jumpmasters were officers and the remaining
four were NCO's, During the confevrence last minute informa-
~tion of the ahemy'was covered. Other matters discusssd by the
senior ground and troop carrler commanders present were:
Stations time, take-off time, spproximats time of f£light,
diréction of flight, speed and altitude over the drop zone,
| ané the overall plan of opseration on the ground. A considerable
number of enemj earthworks and 1ighﬁ flak installations were
roported by the Pathfinder Group(A—B a8 having been digcoverad
on D=1 by aerial reconnalssance elements., Moat of them were
located on drop zone "W" and had not been brought ocut by pree=
vious rgaonnaisgaﬁce,'1ndicating,that they h&d'bean dsvelopad
during the previous night. (38)

Note: Company "B" waas to be honored with the presence of
an adéitioﬁal’jumyar in 1ts ranks fér the operation. The
_géntleman was a British war corregpondent for a large metro-
politan &aiiy newapaper in London. GConversation with this

ganhiemgn ravaa;eﬁ that h& had yarticipated In an airborne

combat drog in gnothsr part of the theater., He attended all
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day ta‘ﬁay. He attended the Jumpmaster-pllot conference on
the night of D-1 and appeared to be qulte lmpressed by:the-
reports of new enemy activity snd installations In the drop
zone area. On the morning of D~day this pgentlemsn, hﬁving had
his name cancelled from the flight manifest, was bldding good--
bye and Godspeed to the troops and finally remarking, "You
don't have a ghost of a chance.," He was thereafter referred
to, by members of Company "B", as "The Poor Man's Ernile

Pyle." (36)

The jumpmaster-pillot conference completed the preparations
of the company for its part of the operation and the next for-
mation was for morning chow prior to stations time, which was
the time that all trnépa muat be at the airecraft; in this case
0800 hours Deday. | |

Morele was &t an exceedingly high level in the company.
Every 1ndividual knew whﬁt part he was to play in thg operation.
Each indlvidual was confident of his weapon, himself, and his
leader. With long hours of tralning behind them, devaloping
the lkmnow-how of being a successful airborne assault unit,
espirit was at 1ts helght., The combat efficleney of the

company was second to none.

THE ENEMY SITUATION

Identification of the enemy units locatsd in the area of
the drop zone and the objective was not definitely revealed
during the briefings. It was known, however, that elements of

the German 84th Infantry division were reported to be in the
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Armye The main’consarn of the units of the 507th was the
emplacements of light flak instailations on drop zons "WH,

Ths enemy personnel manning. the positiona'ware not identified
prior to the mssault, mainly because of the fact that they
wore prepared during the night hours. The troops 1n the
objective areas were, for the most part, artlillery troops
faﬁderiﬁg_suﬁport to the 1ﬁfantry troops defsn&ing the riverw
line. An artillery fire direction center was located after
landing by elements of the 34 battalion off the sastern end

of the drop zone and sast of the Rees-Wesal highway. Several
machine gun emplacamaﬁts wore overrun north of the drop zone
in the areé.wbere the lat battalion landsd. A German Lieutensant
was captured on D¥7 by company "B", He was captured from ele~-
ménts of the enemy 84th infantry division which ware fleeing
in rout’order back into Germany. Upon interrogation this
officer s;aﬁe&, "They kept promising us tank units to support
the river éafana&s,-for two weeks they kept telling us that
tﬁe tank units would join us, when the paraghﬁbista,came we

still did not have them," (37}

ANALYSIS OF THE TERRAIN AND WEATHER
{Zéc Maps "B thru "O")

The terrain in the objaati#a area rises from flat bottom
land of the 0ld Rhine river to the east through a series of
drainage &1§chas andjéykes, riﬁigg more sharply into the
wooded areas farther east, where, except for mound-llke hillls

gome seventy to seventy-flve feet in heighth, 1t maintaina

fairly level footing eastward until it drops slowly to the



the ares, ruﬁning northeast and southwest. Drainage in the sarea
eonalsts of numerous small ditches running generally from the
ridge line to the Rhine river on the west and south, the Issel
river on the gggt, and the Issel canal on the south near Wesel.
@ﬁara woere néwtoﬁns in the zone af.the &07th, There are a
number of farm housss generally sltuated In small clusters with
some rather isclated fmom the rest. Diersfordt castle, with
its numerocus buildings and spacious grounds, form what appesrad
~ to be & nobleman's estate. To the north of the castle lies the
Dierafordt forest generally astrids the ridge line. This forest
is almost en%&rély conlferous growth, ranging in helighth from
newly planted growths of five feet to older growth of sixty feet.

The'road nstwork in the area rﬁnges from small unimproved
raada'niaa feel wlde to metaled or paved roads twenty-six fest
wide. The maln road in-tha area 1s the Rees-Wesel highway.
Numerous roads and connecting treils run throughout the wooded
arcoas and down to the o0ld river bed of the Rhine, Due to low
area, ths roads ars mostly bullt on embeniments. Many of the
roads in the open areas ere lined with trees.

The opsen fields in the area are mostly grazing or pasture=-
}and but there 1s considerable cultivation of the smaller plots.
None of the flelds are very large but rather cut up by hedges,
walls, ditches, fences and roads.

In general the wooded areas and the mound-like hills there-
in'orféréd good e;ver and concealment for both the attacker and
the defender. Maneuverabllity was greatly facilitated by the

wide apmelng between trees and the almost total lack of under=
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| mechanized units, and forced the enemy to guard many approgaches
Instead of just a few key ones,

 The weather in the Rhine valley at this time of the year

- 1s ;athar balmy and quite warm. Eight(rain comes very frequsntly,
followed by werm shunshine. The nightstare cool and the

dampness in the ground makes it rather uncomfortable for resting
troops. | ’ |

The terrain and weather had no extremely adverse affect

on the mlssion of the airbcrno troops. (38)

| ACTION ON D-DAY
At 0717 on D-day the first plane load of the 507th took

" off from A-40 airfleld. This plane carried Colonel Raff and
_:mambers of the regimental command group. The next two planes
carried the remainder of the command group which was to be the
first troops to drop in this operation. Planes four through
thirteen carrled company "Bt followed by the remalning thres
companies of the battalion in the next twenty-nins planes., The
,‘csﬁmaﬁﬁ ship of company "B" was also used a3 the command plane
of the Battalien Gommandér. it contalned the command group of
both the company and the battalion, as well as the ragimantal‘
military government offlcer and a obrps artillery forward
obsérver. In this-situation the battalion commander became the
Jﬁmymastar of the plane and the compeny "BY commander became
the 1§£ person to leave the plane, or the "pushmaster". (38)
The plahaa leaving A-40 compossed the first serial of the
1?th_&irborna dilvision and aftar assuming tactical flight forma-

tion the serisl proceedsed to & rendezvous point northwest of



proceeded to the final rendezvous point southeast of Brussels,
Belglum. At this polnt, the slr column of the British 6th
Airborne division jolned the 17th division column, making a sky
train that was two hours and eighteen minutes in length. Ninth
Alrforce flighter planeé providing air cover for the troop

- carrlers could be ssen, flitting about and over the columns;

in anticipation of mesting an enemy plane perhaps.

The leading serial altered directlon &t & point spproxi-
mataly %ﬁanté minutes from the drag’zeae¢ This point was a
check point, glven the code name of "Yalta", at which a
precélculutea azimuth of rlight was assumed to bring the planes
over the objective arsa. (40}

" Ags the planes neared the Rhine river a smoke haze was
visible in the direction of the objective ares. This haze in-
‘creased in denalty toward the east and became cloud 1ike in
appeaﬁaﬁce, in some lnstances obscuring the ground below. The
rad signal light was flashed by tha pllot just short of the
river, alertiﬁg the troops to prepare for the exlt. The troops
porformed last minute checks of parachute and sguipment.
Botween the billowing clouds of smcke, ¢sused by burning builde
ings, fired by artillery preparations, enemy emplacements could
be seen on the east bank of the Rhine. Enemy troops could be
5éen firing up at the planes wlth rifles and machine guns.

Some were firing 20mm and 40mm antlaireraft guns from the eme
placements. Othesrs could bé ssan running in all directions as
if to get away from the shower of parachutlats that woulé soon

be descending. The flak was light as the planes crossed the




~ Approximately four minutes after the red signal was glven
in the planes, the green signal was turned on, whereupon the
troops began their exit at 0950 hours. A small amount of
small arms fire ceme up at the troops as they descended., This
| fire did not cause any casualtles in Company "B'.

The Company "B" Commsnder, having been the last jumper
from the plane, dfoﬁpad approximateiy two hundred yerds from a
wooded area on the east of the landing area. There were oniy
& few parachublsts in the immediate ares since the masskof them
had touched gﬁound approximately four hundred yards to the weat,
back elong the direction of flight. He proceeded westward in
| an effort to locate members of the company. Three men who had
drop§eé from his plene were located immediately. Some of the
asrial ééli¥ary ecntéingrs diacovered along ths line of flight
were minus the packboards, indicating that the ammunition
bearers of the dombany had secured thelr loads. The fields in
the drop area were exceedingly small and were lined with high
hedges or rows of thick tress, reducing cbservation to the
confines of fields that were only fifty to seventy~five yards
square., Upbn observing a few men heading for the wooded aresa
to the east the cémpany commander and the three men procesded
to the woods in antici?étiqn that the rest of the company would
be assembling there. After reaching the woods it was discovered
that most of the lst platoon and a few men of the company hesad-
guerters had assembled in the woods. The 2d and 34 platoons
were no where in slight. Approximately two platooaa cf company

"C", elements of the mortar, light mechine gun, and communice-
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asgsembled in the woods. The battallon executlive officer,

ad jutant, regimental commander, and regimental command group
were assembled nearby. There was no familisyr landmark in the
ares of the drop or assembly, although the wooda did bear saﬁe
likanésg_to those bordering drop zone “W¢,

| Local securlty was posted about the ass&mbiy ares and an
attompt was madé by the offlcers in the group to locats the
posltion by mep orlentation. The discusalon was interrupted
by two men who h#é been placed as security on the north of the
assombly ares. The men reported that they had observed some
artillery pleces to tﬁs north of the heavy woods in a field of
short growth pings.apyrox;mately ﬁhr&a-hnnéred yards distant.
(seanap,ﬁﬁﬁ} The regimental ecmégnéer issued orders to group
for an at###k on the gun positions, The commander of compsany
’"C“wwas directed to fan hls troops out to the east with direc-
tion of attack te the north. The commandsr of battalion head-
quarters company was directed to fan his troops out to the
wésbern edge of the woods with direction of attack to the
northe The commander of company "B" was directed to attacl
w;th his troops between and gbraaét of the aﬁhnr.iwo compenies,
(43) - o
~ The attack was launched on the snemy artillery positions
i# ahért'&r&er. There were five 150mm howitzers in the poai-
tion area and they were unmanned. The wire communications were
still intesct and stacks of ammaniti#n 86111 remained at the

gun sltes. It was apparent thet they had been vacated only a
short time pravicusly. The hﬁwi?zera were pointed in the

~direction of the river crosasings, giving evidence that thev had
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been fired In support of troops defending the river line,

' These guns were destroyed by thermite grenades carried by .
personnel of battalion headquarters company. Not all of the
snemy artillsrymen had left .the area‘ror gome of them weare
biding in tha ahort, thick pine growth in which the guns wers
situat#é; These scatitered enemy were rounded up as thg com=
posite foroé of the lat battallon moved northward. Other
aﬁemy, flaeing‘from the river crossing elements were aéd&d to
the prilsoners taken in the artillery position areas. ,

The force moved approximately alght hundred yards when 1t
was discovered that contact with the regimental commend group
hed b§en broken, {Note: Having oriented themselves as to the
trus locatlon of the assembly ares, the command group, battalion
exeoutive officer and adjJutant had procea&ed southward to the .
- objective grea;) The force was meeting no real resistance in
its attack, therefore 1t was halted and reorgenized. The three
compeny commanders posted security and went into s discussion
ag to the location of the force. It wae decided that it was of

the utmost importence that they asttempt to reach the original
| objective wiﬁhoﬁt delay sand locate the battalion commender in
ordor that hs might know what troops he had aéailabis for
further action. The acmmanéers made a& hasty map orientation

and discovered that they were located adjacent to the Rees~
| Wesel highway a?proximately thirty-three hundred yards north-
west of drop zone "W" and that they had been érﬁpped twonty-
five hundred yerds north and two-thousand yards west of it.
(44) (See Map "D")

The force had stopped on & low ridge line over iooking



the ferea did an about f%ﬁ& to praeeaa to the objective, two
eanemy selﬂiars came ri&iag wastward out of a trail in tha dense
 woods east of the highway on bilcycles, (See Map "D") Ths
Germans turned ﬁartﬁ on t&ﬁ highway and were pedaling aieng
'ﬁna?ars'of'tha presence of the parachutists who were momentarily
stupefied by thelr sudden appsarance. As i on signsl, gll
flat trajlectory weapons in the forse opened fire on the approach-
ing Germans. Light machine guns, asutometic rifles, and indi-
viduel arms of every ma&n sent forward a hail of fire. Thg

two enamy quickly collapsed their bieyeles and rolled to the
safety of & ditch on the east side of the highway. Nobt one
ronnd from tha.vailﬁy had found ih&'%avgét§ A scca%pfraﬁ
'cﬁmpaﬁy Ho" who had b%en_éaﬁt forward to the woods on the left
of the higﬁway dashed forward to within seventy-five yar&s of
the enemy and firaﬁ‘oﬁa round which struck ane-af them in the
shoulder, The other one hbld a white handkerchlef aloft and
all fire was ceased. There were many red faces smong the
members of the foree when 1t wae learned that the two Germans
were members of the Volkatuurm or peopls's army and that they
were flfty~-seven and sixty years of age. (45)

To glve a'completa pleture of the sstions of company “B%

the performanﬁe ol the remainﬂer of the company musﬁbrevaalad.
It 1s to be kept in mind that only the company commandar, part
of the eampany heagquartora, and the lst platoon assembled for
' ths action prﬁvieﬁaly deacribed. Qhe executlve officer who
Jumped fwag the 1ast‘§1ane of the company, assembled the other
part of the headquarters and the 2d and 3d platoons, The
first platoon lesder also assembled with this group. This



pcrtion'of the company had assembled farther to the south
under direction of the battalion commander, who had been able
to assemble ccmésny Bao" gand the remainder of headquarters and
‘company "C" also. This force quickly oriented itself and pro-
ceoded séuéhﬁard toward the battalion ebje#tive. (See Map "D%)

Strong enemy resistance was encountered as the foree
reached Dlersfordt. The forces of company "B iere deployed
'aloﬁg the high wooded ground along the north side of the rosad
running from Diersfordt to the Rees-Wesel highway, in commend
- of the executlive officer, 1st Lt Willils MeCarty. They were
ordered to hold the pesition and protect the left flank of
* company "A" which was committed to tﬁa attack of the Diersfordt
castle immedistely. The company was t0 be prepared to attack
the castle and its outbuildings from the east if the attack by
Company "A" bogged down. (See Map "DU)

rhe'athack.of this portion of the battalién, in conjunc~
tion with the attack of the 3d battalion from the séﬁth which
started & shcrt time later, netisd five enemy tanks. Two of
these tanks werse knocked out by 57mm reeoiiless rifles attached
to lst battalion from regiment. (Note: This section conslsted
of_threa guns, The crews of these guns were écmposed of men
from the rirfle companies of the lst battalion, If attachment
of hhé guneg were made down ts,ecmpaniag, eaoh $ompany would
get the gun which was manned by its own personnel, Successful
employméat of the guns in the fight for Diersfordt bore out
‘earlier belief that 1t would greatly increase the antitank
protection of the regiment., (48) ‘




- As the portion of Company "B" commanded by Lt. McCarty was
holding its position, the cgmpas&ﬁa force to the north, having
met with no further resistance, procesded southward with the
some forty prisoners it had taken, The force arrived in the
blersfordt area at 1200 h@ura'to‘find'ths ramainder of the
‘baﬁtalion angaged in s rag;ng fire flight attempting to reduce
the enemy stronghold in the castle area. The prisoners were
turned over to battallon control and the companies consolldated
their forces., (47)

The aompany HEH commanéér locatad hils raﬁié ag&fater upon
jolning up with the remainder of the company and reported in to
the battallon commander, Ha was inatructed to maintain the
posiﬁiaﬁ he had. ouﬁlined ta Lt. McCarty previously. Thg
battalion commander also relterated that the company would be
prepared to at%aék the castle from the east. (ﬁﬁtes The 3d
batfalion which,had landed on the preper&drap zone, was fight-
'1ng in the outaklirts of the Diersfordt ares at this time but
the enemy was resisting bitterly against this two-pronged
attack.} (48) |

As ra¢rgan1aation of the company position was being
effected an enemy Mark IV tank broke away from the attack |
- being waged on the castle and came roaring down the Diersfordt
- road in the dirsction of the Reea~Wesel highway. (See Map "D")
The men of the 24 and 34 platoons immediately engaged the tank
.with small arms fire as it gpprﬁachad'ths positliona, 'The
company hagd no 5%ma recoilless rifle since they were being
employed under battalion control in the fight for the castle,



‘The 2.38 rocket leuncher team was located approximately seventgw
five yards north of the road in the midst of tall pine trses.

. The tenk was traveling at top speed snd as it neared the
company position it opened fire into the woods with its
~primery gun. The rocket leauncher team darted forward and
fired one round at the tank. This round struck an intervening
tres; the results wafe two trees damaged, one by the tank and
. one by the rocket launcher. The tank continued toward the
‘highway,.unhindered by the small arms‘fira bouncing off its
armor plate, It fired thres more rounds into the trees over
the position, turned north on the highway aﬁd sped out of
gight, The men braahaé-off the pine branches and a hasty sur-
vey revealsd that ne casualtlies had resulted from the foray.
The rocket launcher team was pleced in pasiﬁicn,along the
Diarsrorét road to prevent a reoccurrence of this incident. (49)
The reorganization of the position was completed by placing
the three platbons on line facing Diersfordt. The lst platoon
was astride the Diersfordt road and the 2d and 34 platoons
extended northward inte the woods on the higher ground,

' Casualtiaa, wasap ons, and émmunition wers checksd in ordsr
that the strength and efficiency of the sompany could be deter~-
mined and reported. One man was killed by enemy fire on the
drop gone, fourteen men had besn either wounded by eﬁemy fire
on the drop zone or injured on the drop, and elaven men were
mlsslng. (The misaing men had assembled with other unibs of
tha.régimant and they found thelr way back to the company

throughout the reméinder of the day. All crew served weapons




except for one rocket launcher and one light mechine gun were

in position. The light machine gun was jumped by one of.th@
misaing men and the rocket launcher had been jumped by one of
the men who were woundsd, No offiger casu&ltiﬁs'occurred and
the strength of the company was: #8ix officers and oné hundred-
fifty men. {50}

At 1330 hours the battalion commander ordered éompgny npH
to procesd to the original objective. (Note:t The reglmental
commander having noted the progress of the 34 battalion in the
fight for the castle ordered the lst battallon minus company
MAN g6 progeed to the original objective.) The company moved
out in eolumn of.ylatocns; lst platoon leading, foll&wed by
the company headquarters, 3d platoon, and 24 platoon in that
order. The company moved through the wooda to its asslpgned
aresn without inﬁervantion from the enemy. The posltion was
organized Iin the manner plannsd prior to the operation. The
-pogition waa ocoupled at 1400 hours. 81it trenches wers dug
by ail men and contact was established with company "C" on |
the left. After about an hour had elapsed company "AM had
oceupled 1lts positlon and contact was established with that
company on the right making the battallion perimeter complete.
(51). (See Map "D"} - | |

Shortly after the perimeter was established two hundred-
gaventy tons of aupplies, repressnting one day of supply for
the entire 17th dlvision, were dropped over drop zone WU,
This pre-planned, automatic resupply was dropped from B-24

bombers. They flew at near tree top level and many of the
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company "B" area. Details were formed from each of the pla-
toons to gather in the salvageable supplies. Ths supplles
were s%acked'in & central location snd regimentel supply
detalls were notified of the location. (52)

The inltial mission of company "B" was completed by 1430
hours, ﬁQday. The objective was organlzed desaplte the adver~
sitles of being dropped far off the designated drop zone and

| being divided on the assembly, These adversities d4id not
seriously affect the functioning of the company since 1t was
able to carry out Intermediste tasks with g nominal degree of
‘success. Four and one-half hours after landing the company |
waes on the assigned objectlve and still strong enough in
numbers and in flrepower tﬁ be an effectlve f%ghting unlt,

- Had the company landed on the proper drop zone, there is
1ittle doubt that the objective could have been taken in &

much shorter tinme.

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

In enalyzing this operation 1t should be mentioned that
the mission given the company was & suitable mission. It was
¢learly defined and was simple in detall, The company possessed
sufficlent firepower to overcome the Initial resistance that
wss expected on the drop zone. The objective was situated
virtually in the drop area so that there was no extended merch
to reach it. Thils is an Important consideration since the
company could not bring aﬁy transportation vehlcles in by air

to carry the heavy smmunition loads. Some of the criticlams

that may be made of the operatlion are:



le The training phase of the eperation was carried(out
on a sound foundation. The reinforcements received tralning
as & group and saveé much training time for the units since it
was oonducted directly under regimental control. Other men in

the companles dld not have to undsrgo trainling which they had

already received, The training after receipt of the reinforce-

o

ments was streamlined to cover thosa points which were neces-

- gary to stress the impertﬁnea of the initial organization of .

objectives upon landing. The success that company "B" en joyed,
even though dropped in the wrong arsa, can be atitributed %o

the stressing of such points ag, rapld ssasmbly, speed in

‘resching tha-ﬁbjacﬁive, and, above all, every man should, ir

not familiar with the area of drop, assembls with the firat

ngrdup he ocontacts in order that effective fighting groups may

bé organizéd.

2; The full dress rehearsal for the operation was of
immaaaurgble value to the platoon leadsrs and squsd leaders of
the companye Thls rehearsal was carried out with full combat
loada and with the same type ﬁiéstons as given to the company
in the actual operation. The rehearsal vermitted unit leaders

to observe thelr men In asction under better than normal circum=-

stances, It was during this stage that the men put sverything

they had into the exercise, knowing thet the next jump would

be for pecord. Under this condition the real deficiencies of

‘both leadsrs snd the individual could bs brought to light end

_corraetad. Much coordination was developed on higher schelons

alsa,



3. The briefing of the compeny In the marshelling camp
was conducted on platoon, squad, and even indivldual 1éva1.
The vafioua asaignments were covered again and agaln in detell
in order that esch unit and individual soldler would know the
exact part he was %o play in the company mission, Latest
COVerags ef'éneﬁy inatallations and activities was provided
through large scale seriagl photograph interprstations which
were obtained from time to time for study, Identifyling land-
marks were studied for orientation on the objective after
dropping. The issue af.1=25,000'maps to each man in the company
was 8 wise declsion for they were used to greét advantage by
gome 1solated members of the company to find thelr way to the
ﬁaﬁpany ob jective., Thisg map shest coverad the drop zone and
the objective ares, _
| 4. The decleion to employ the packboard for carrying
ammunition‘and the speclal made contalners for dropping the
creow served weapous p§¢vsd'£o be & wlse one. This was svidenced
’by the fact that sll of the-éomyaﬁy weapons were recovered
after landing except thoss of the wounded and missing men,
Thla procedure alsc permltted rapid employment of the weapons
1in the area of drops Under the old procedurs, that of dropping
the weapons in serlal delivery containers, the troops might
become lsolated from tge'wsapons contalners dus to intense
enemy fire on the drop zone which they could not return due
to the loss of the weapons. The packboard gave the ammunition
.bearers & far gréatar carrying capacity without the resulting
additional fatlgus, espeeiﬁily for short earéies§ This added
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5. The procedure of placing the company "B" commander in
the “guﬁhmaater“.nr rﬁarmpSt position in the plane was detri-
jmentai is the assembly and subsequent actlon to gain the objec-
tive. This was especlally appasrent when the company landed on
unbriefed terrain. It placed the company commander far to the
east of the maas éf dropping troops. The aéea afforded little
,ébservation fiom the ground in eny direction therefore control
by the commander was at en absolute minimum. Had he been per=
ﬁitted to take position nesr the head of the stick for the exlt
he wén}d.ha?a landed in the center of mass of dropping troops.
| By the employment of platoon officers, whe did jump at the
head of thelr sticks, to cover segments of the drop zone for
 the purpose ﬁf gatharing in all "B" company men and reporting
with them to a given point, the company commander would have
_ stood a far better chance of assembling the entlre company.

6. The hasty decisfion of the reglmental commander to
send the three company commanders of the lst battallon into
the attack to the north to capture unmanned enemy artlllery
gﬁna was not sound, These commenders wers deiéye& In report-
ing in to tha..bat&alien commander thus causing the battalion
_to fight éiéi&adiy for an unnecessary smount of time. Had the
gnemy artillery position been properly appraised it would have
‘peen found that one platoon could have aceomplished the mission
of cap%uring it, The 5attaiien commander was not notified of
this proceeding and did not know where the three company
commenders were untll they reported in to him in the ﬁiarsfaédt
area.

7« The fire delivered on the two enemy soldlers who were




'té the entirs forece. These two enemy could well have been
the point for an gnaﬁy cem@aﬁy; The wooded ares from which
they rodé was very dense and the enemy would then have hed the
advantagse of ccvér end conealment in an attaek on the force,
Bothing was gainéd by firing spontaneously and fc%&ing the
two Germans to cover for they could have been taken at any
tims nearer to the position withoubt expesing the force to a
posslble follow-up lurking in the woods.

8+, There 1s 1llttle excuse for the sctions of the rocket
launcher team ahén the tank broke away from Dierafordt and |
came virtually through the company position. The second pla-
toon 1éad9r, to which the team had been attached, may be
criticized for his neglect in placing the team in the most
daﬁg@réas apprcaah to the company position. There was no
concelveable réason for the team to be located deep in the
‘woods where little threat from armor existed. The two men
who were manning the launcher deserve much oredit however for
exposing themselves to the fire of the tank in order to fire
in an attempt to knock It out,

9¢ The enemy can be criticized to some extent for
leaving hls artlllery positions still in operating condition
with a supply of emmunition stacked at the guns. With proper
cbssrvation the artlillerymen could have placed fire on the
dropping areas of the troops with the 150mm.howitzers. Such
fire might have delayed organization of the parachutists into
offectlive fighting for some time. Also there was the possie
bility of the airborne troops turnling the guns to the east




10. Probably the greatest ariticism of'the entlire opﬁra-'
tion concerns the troop carrier group which flew the lst
hattalion to the wrong drop ares. This group was the Path-
finder Qroup of the IXth Troop Carrier Command snd was cone
sldered by the alrborne troops to be composed of the best
pliots iIn the troop carrler command. This group waa the lsad- .
153 serial in the drop therefors every parachutist was confildent
that hs-wéuldﬁland in the area about which he had been brlefed.
This feelling coupled with the fact that there were cartain
| familisrities sbout the terrain in the area of actusl drop
cauged ths alrborne trcopéreansiderable hesitatlon in initlating
actlon to orlent themselves as to the true location of thelr
positlons. Péthr;ndar téamg #high were organlc to the regiment
at thils time could have preceded the assault slements by a few
minutes and probably have brought the planes over the proper

drop zone.

LESSONS

1. smallnuniﬁ training should be preaéribed for sirborne
gn@?aHin ﬁfepﬁratian for,sn_girbgrne aaqault‘mxssicn» The
small units should be tralned to operate mlone if the nscessity
should arlse for them tcléa S0

2. Pull aaalg rehearsals should be carried out by air-
borne units prior to assesult operetions, time and westher
barmitting. |

3. Alrborne unlt commanders, partieulérly of battalions

and companies should be so situated in the plsne that they
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4. Antsmatig weapons of airborne units should be dregped'
sttached to members of the crews, whenever posgsible, in order
thﬁﬁ.immédiate employment on the drop zone can be ensured.

5. No commanéer should order units of a subordlnate
:commana to carry out secondary missions without notifying the
subordinate commander as rapidly as pozsible and without weigh=
ing the results to be galned from the secondary missalons,. |

6, Small forces operating slone oh unknown terrain should
be elert for g follow-up force when engaging a small number of
enemy appearing suddenly to their view.

7. The 87mm reccilless rifle is an effective antitenk
wggggnwiniﬁﬁa.hénda of a well tralined crew.

Be Pahhfindar'tegms ghould precede sirborne units to ths
asaau;ﬁ greas;to better ensure landing of the units on the
W;;SQ;Q drop zZone.

9+ Detaeilled briafing of eirborne unlta &uat be performead -

in such a mannsr that sach individusl knows s8 much about the

operation as possible prior to the assault,



